INTRODUCTION
Ancylostoina fluridentatum was described by Alessandrini (1905) under the name UneinaHa. 'pluridentatvmh from the intestine of Felis mitis, in Brazil. The special characteristics of this worm, as noted by that writer, are the two unequal pairs of teeth in the anterior and ventral portion of the mouth capsule, the inner or median pair being described as very small-in fact, almost rudimentary-and the presence of three small projections or teeth on each side of the dorsal edge of the mouth capsule. Alessandrini also noted in this species a small process with a rugged surface on each side of the cloacal aperture in the male.
Ancylostoma pluridentatum was not reported again for 17 years, and then Vevers (1922) reported it from the intestine of Felis tigris, in the Malay States, noting certain minor differences between his specimens and Alessanclrini's description of this species. Two years later Chapin (1924) recorded it from a South American carnivore {Felis tigrina), which had died in the National Zoological Park in Washington, D. C. Chapin merely noted the presence of this species in the United States, but did not discuss the morphology of the worm.
In the opinion of Lane (1918) In specimens from Felis tigrina the cephalic papillae are located anterior to the middle of the esophagus and but slightly posterior to the nerve ring, whereas in specimens from Felis eyra the cephalic papillae are located posterior to the middle of the esophagus and considerably posterior to the nerve ring. Other minor differences in specimens from the two hosts were noted but these were rather variable, and possibly due to the fact that the worms from F. tigrina are not fully grown. A. mini'muni is inadequately described, there being no reference to teeth in the anterior portion of the buccal capsule. Von Linstow's figure of the bursa suggests that the species may belong to the genus Ancylostoma^although the possibility that he was dealing with a species of Uncinaria must also be taken into consideration. So far as can be judged from the arrangement of the bursal rays, this species is related to forms such as A. hraziliense and other species of this genus, which have but two pairs of teeth in the anterior portion of the buccal capsule. A. gilsoni Gedoelst, 1917, Lane (1916) has called attention to the fact that in species of the genus Ancylostoma which contain three pairs of teeth in the anterior PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM vol.72 ventral portion of the mouth capsule, the medio-lateral and posterolateral rays are divergent, the cleft between these rays being deeper tlian that between the externo-lateral and medio-lateral rays, whereas in forms having two pairs of teeth in the anterior ventral portion of the buccal capsule the medio-lateral and postero-lateral rays lie close together and parallel, the cleft formed between these rays not being deeper than that formed between the externo-lateral and mediolateral rays.
The following key will serve to differentiate the species of Ancylostoma'^and to indicate their relationships.
I. Three pairs of teeth in anterior ventral portion of buccal capsule; mediolateral and postero-lateral rays divergent. It is suggested, purely as an interesting speculation, that the various species of Ancylostoma containing less than three pairs of well-developed teeth in the anterior oral margin may have arisen from forms containing three pairs of teeth, each species representing a mutation.
